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Bishop Dibelius on Confirmation and'Youth Dedication" | | 
(Berlin) - East German youth cannot enter whole-heartedly into both confirmation 
and the “Youth Dedication" ceremonies sponsored by the government, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius said recently. 


Rejecting the idea that the Protestant Church had changed its mind about the 
incompatibility between confirmation and "Youth Dedication," (see EPS No. 47) 
Dr. Dibelius was quoted in "Die Kirche", a Berlin Sunday newspaper, as saying, 
"Tt is impossible for a child to accept the doctrine of naterialism (which we 
have been expressly told is to be understood as atheistic) and then to be con- 
firmed and to bear witness to Jesus Christ." 


"OF course the Church is not thinking of simply writing off all the boys and 
girls who attend the 'Youth Dedication’, the Bishop continued. "Tt knows all 
too well that in countless cases they do so only because their parents are afraid 
that otherwise their children will not be adiitted to any form of higher educa- 
tion - as has often been threatened. The Church will therefore still admit to 

confirmation those young people who have attended the 'fouth Dedication’ only 
half-heartedly. But a time lapse must be allowed, and the Church must be cer- 
tain that these boys and girls really wish to be confirmed in the Christian 


faith and to reject: atheism." me 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 
in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


pinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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Questioned whether the new church regulations meant a relaxing of the former 
strict rule that "those attending the 'Youth Dedication! cannot be admitted to 
confirmation", Dibelius replied, "There has never been a prohibition in that Sens €e} 
No Christian church can take the view that decisions for or against the faith are 
irrevocable; the doors of the Church are always open wide to all who do not wish 
their lives to be determined by the scepticism of our time." 


Commenting further in a New Year's radio address, the Bishop stressed the fact 
that despite "the temptation to relax a little" the situation in general remained i 
unchanged. While a few pastors in the German Democratic Republic had received | 
previously refused visas, and occasionally young Christians had been admitted to | 
the grammar schools and universities formerly closed to them, the attempts "tO trans} 
form people's mentality and persuade them to free themselves from the Christian 
faith and accept the ideology of materialism" had continued with the tremendous 
thoroughness peculiar to Germany. . 


Bishop Dibelius closed his radio remarks with the statement, "The message of 
Jesus Christ is still, being preached and heard in Hastern Germany. Whether that i 


will continue.so during the new year we do not know. That is in God's hands. 
The Church can only pray to Him to help it through these times and to give it cour 


if 
; 
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QCIA Director Praised for Human Rights Achievement 


(New York) - Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde was praised’ in December’ for his role in ad- 
vocating reference to human rights in the United Nations Charter and in formulating 
the Declaration of Human Rights. ~~ SP a oa - : 


| 
i 
| 
} 
| 
At a banquet celebrating the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Universa | 
_ Jacob Blaustein both referred appreciatively to the work of Dr. Nolde, who is | 
director of the Commission of the Churches on Intemational Affairs, a joint agencyp 
of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


. Mrs. Roosevelt, who is chairman of the UN commission which produced the 
Universal Declaration, adopted in Paris by the United Nations teniyears ago, said 
that Dr. Nolde had been influential when the UN was founded:at San Francisco in 
1945. She said he had been faithful in attending the 85 committee meetings held 
at Paris in 1948 when the Declaration. was written and had served as consultant and 
advisor to the drafting group. 


'- Dr. Blaustein, president of the American Association for the United Nations, 
said that Dr. Nolde was spokesman for a group of leagers of private organizations || 
who met the then American Secretary of State, Edward Stettinius, in San Francisco, jf 
when it seemed there would be no reference to human rights in the UN charter. Th 1 
‘meeting resultediin the drive to include human rights in the document. . 


In an address delivered to a conforence of non-governmental leaders held to 
assess the prescnt status of the declaration and make plans for its future imple- 
mentation, Dr. Nolde said that "in proclaiming the Declaration as a standard of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations, the United Nations has underscored 
the universal applicability of the rights therein set forth". 


Declaring that other "historic documents of liberty" such as the British Magna 
Carta, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen and the American} 
Bill of Rights were "conceived in settings of national life", Dr. Nolde went on: 


~ 
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"In adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, governments representing the 
greater part of the world's population have reached agrcement.on the broad defini- 
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms This achievement", he affirmed, 
"finds no precedent in history." 


Underlying the importance in the UN declaration of "the grounds upon which man 
can lay claim to rights and freedoms in society", the CCIA director said it was 
clear from the text that "governments cannot grant the human rights but can only 
recognize the rights which are inherent in the nature and dignity of man. This 
distinction between recognition and granting, according to Dr. Nolde, "has consider- 
able significance for the ideological conflict insofar as it relatos to the obser- 
vance of human rights today". 


Remarking that "while there are here and there some bright spots on the world 
scene, the violations of human rights, it must be admitted are as extensive and 
poignant as they were ten years ago", Dr. Nolde asked whether this meant the 
Declaration should be discarded as lacking impact. He said that "there is no 
disposition to discard the Ten Commandments or the Sermon on the Mount merely 
because people have not uniformly conformed their lives to these standards"! and 
emphasized that the Unive 41 Declaration as a standard is "ever at hand to direct 
and encourage or to convict and condemn". 


Looking to the future, Dr. Nolde described the draft convenants on Human Rights 
as not yet in a satisfactory or adequate form. He said that the international 
climate was not at present favourable to conclusion of binding treaties about im- 
plementing rights internationally. However, Dr. Nolde said that "the assistance 
of the international community, particularly through the United Nations, would be 
more fully utilized within the limits of existing legal possibilities". 

EPS, Geneva 
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Anglican Synod Studios Merger Move © | 
(Wellington, New Zealand) - Measures designed to be the first step toward a morger 
with other New Zealand churches were approved by the Triennial General Synod of the 
“Anglican Church of New Zealand in a late December meeting. 


By its vote’ the Synod cleared the way for entrance into "exploratory conver- 
isations" with a joint standing committce on union formed in November, 1957, by 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and the Associated Churches of Christ. 
The proposal is similar to that adopted last November by the Church of the Province 
of Canada (Anglican) in regard to unity with the United Church of Canada. 


Limited intercommunion with the Church of South India,was, established by, 
another vote of the Triennial General Synod. The Church-of;-South India. was 
formed in 1947 from former Anglican, Mothodist, Presbyterian and Congregationalist . 


churches. 


: A proposal to establish a college to train Sunday school organizers, youth 
workers and directors of Christian education was approved "in principle" by the 
ecclesiastical body, which set up a special commission to study details of the 
plan. Speakers who presented the motion described the church's youth groups and 
Sunday schools as "a pale reflection of what they ought to be, and in some cases, 
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German Army Chaplaincy Discussed 

(Bonn) - Military chaplaincies in the West German Armed Forces present "an oppor= 
tunity for church work among men which is not sufficiently recognized by ae bey: 
churches," Bishop Hermann Kunst, head of the office responsible for the eps glee: 
work, told visiting Protestant journalists from Holland, France, Austria, Germany 
and Switzcrland at 2 December mecting held by the Federal Government's Press and 


Information Office at Bonn. 


Bishop Kunst cited good attendance at the army's religious services and the 
interest of the young soldiers in the voluntary "Instruction for Living" discuss-—- 
ions as indicating that the best chaplains were only "just good enoug hom Tie 
-task. The typical modern chaplain, he told the visiting newsmen, was a "capable 
pastor" who knows how to deal with young people. The bishop stressed the fact 
that the office he heads docs not want “officers in Lutheran gowns" bu%t men who 
will foster the spiritual welfare of the troops. He also pointed out the value 
of the ecumenical experience available to a young man in the forces, who partici- 
pates in the programmes of the Landeskirchen at work in the area where he is sta- 
tioned rather than following a sct programme of religious services established 
within an army framework. 


The much-criticized treaty on spiritual care in the armed forces by which the 
Federal Government and the Landeskirchen cstablished.the chaplaincy programme was 
described as providing "the maximum of unity on the Protestant side," and as “the 
very best that a state can do". Bishop Kunst pointed out that no state in the 
world granted as much freedom of expression to its chaplains as West Germany. . 
While chaplains are obliged to make clear the critical position of the Evangeliche 
Kirchendienst on the atomic question and were expected to show "inner fairness" 
in carrying out their duties, they were free to condemn atomic weapons for reasons 
of conscience and could take a position in support of conscientious objection to 
military service. The bishop also made it clear that while young West Germans 
could refuse military service for reasons of conscience, they could also consent 
to it"with a good conscience," Illustrating the broad scope of the treaty be_ 
tween the government and the churches, he said the question of atomic arms had | 
been envisaged when the treaty was ratified so that alteration would not be necessary] 
if the West German Army were so equipped. He also said the treaty made it possible 
to welcome practical cooperation with Roman Catholic CLrergy in the armed forces. 

EPS, G@oneva 


Contact Reestablished with Carpathian Church 


(Geneva) - An encouraging report concerning the life of the Reformed Church in the 
Transcarpathian Ukraine has been made by Professor Joseph Hromadka from Praguc,. 
one of the vice presidents of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, following 
his visit there at the invitation of the Roformed Church and the Baptist Church. 


Professor Hromadka was received by the Bishop of the Reformed Church, Adalbert 
Gencsy, at Uzhgorod, capital of the region, Formerly part of the Czechoslovak 
Republic, the area became a part of Russia at the end of World War II, and this 
visit marks’ the first contact since then of the Carpathian church with Sister 
'\ churches abroad. 


The Reformed Church, whose members are Hungarian Speaking, has a mnermbership 
of 90,000 in over 90 congregations, and more than 80 per cent of the RNS Ee 
have been confirmed. Members of the church are renovating by their own efforts 


many of their churches which orwe nside : 
ee underwent considerable damage during the course of 
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The Baptist Church in the area, which is in close cooperation with the 
Reformed Church, numbers over 5,000 Russian speaking members in 30 congregations. 


“The churches are working together in the endeavour to raise the low standard of 


living of the local people and to climinate the marked class and national differ- 
ences. EFS, Geneva 


Council.of. Churches Set Up in Austria 


(Vienna) + A national council of churches in Austria was formed on December 12. 
Bishop Gerhard May of Vicnna has been named chairman for the next two years. 


The new federation includes the Lutheran Church of the Augsburgian. Confession, 
the Evangelical Reformed Church (Heidelberg Confession) , the Old Catholic Church 
and the Methodist Church. Austrian Baptists will sond observers to the council 
and the Orthodox Church will take part in a study-commission which has been in 
existence for l2 years. The new organization will seek to become "associated" 
with the World Council of Churches. 


Methodist Superintondent Ferdinand Mayr is. vice-chairman. EPS, Geneva 


Armenian Bishop and Six Priests Expelled 


(Amman) ~ A bishop and six priests of the Armenian Gregorian Church have been 
expelled from the Jordanian sector of Jerusalem, according to a report made on 
December 28 from Amman, Jordan. Three of the priests are American citizens. 
All seven clergymen are said to be followers of Patriarch-elect Tiran Nersoyan, 
also an American, who was expelled last August. In the present conflict within 
the Armenian Gregorian Church, Patriarch-clect Tiran has sought to maintain spi- 
ritual ties with the historic centre of Armenian church life in mga ioe (in 


'. Soviet Armenia) and the Supreme Catholicos. * y 


Archbishop Yageshe Derderian, who was for many years locum tenens in charge 
of the Jerusalem Patriarchate of the Armenians, is said to be closely allied with 
the Catholicate of Cilicia icine Lebanon, which has severed its relations with 
the Supreme Catholicate of Etchmiadzin. EPS, Geneva 


Fund Established to Raise Hungarian lutheran Pastors' Salaries 3 es 


(Budapest) - A Central Fund has been established by. the Hungarian Lutheran Church 
to help needy parishes, often composed of only a few hundred members, to raise 
the wages of their pastors. 


The fund, inaugurated on January 1, and planned to operate for the next four 
years, aims to bring a pastor's yearly minimum salary to 20,000 forints (about 
$800) . 


An estimate of 40,000 forints ($1,600) needcd to finance the fund is based 
on the assumption that the government will continue to allocate to the church the 
extraordinary subsidy it granted provisionally until the ond of 1959 (see EPS 


_Nont 38% 1958). If the state subsidy is reduced by 50 peor cent, as was originally 
‘ stipulated, the church will have to raise 1,000,000 forints ($40,000) annually 


ro-cOntinue tie twid, 


The goneral secretary of the National Board of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, 
Mr. Karl Griinvaldszky, will manage the Central Fund. EPS, Geneva 
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j In Brief dal 

‘The Synod of the Anglican Church of the Provinee of Capetown approved .by a | 

large majority a resolution calling for the setting up of a racially integrated | 

church school if a way of founding the school could be found. 

followed challenges made by the South African Covernment earlier in 1958, when 
the Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr. Joost de Blank, eriticized apartheid. 


The decision 


ae ay 


Christmas and contribute the money they saved to help raise half a million dollam 
for the church's world relief fund. Seven ministers in Ontario volunteered to 
begin by fasting for twenty-four hours. 


Members of the United Church of Canada were asked to fast for one day ree 
Coa AS | 

| 

| 


Bishop Ralph A. Ward, active as an American Methodist missionary leader in 
China since 1909, has died in Hong Kong at the age of 6 from rheumatic fever. 
The bishop spent three terms in China interspersed by administrative work in the 
United States on behalf of Mcthodist missions. He spent three years in a | 
Japanese’ concentration camp during World War II. 


* % | 


The communist government of the South Indian state of Kerala has passed a n4 
bill: authorizing the taking over by the state of private schools considered to bd 
inadequately run. The new legislation, like a previous bill (see EPS No. 42) ig 
expected to be challenged before India's Supreme Court as contrary to safeguards | 
of minority rights guaranteed under the national constitution. 


| 
x % / 
| 


The meeting of the World Presbyterian Alliance's General Council, scheduled| 
for July 26 — August 6, and to be attended by delegates from 74 churches in all : 
_. parts of the world, will meet in the First Independont Presbyterian Church of Sa 

_ Paulo, Brazil, instead of Campinas, in the same country, as originally announccd| 
‘The change is due to the need for larger accommodation following heavy registra- 


;tLons. 
x % 


A split in the Jacobite Church of South India has been healed after nearly 
fifty years. The Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar and the Malankara Jacobite || 
syrian Church have become reconciled. The Orthodox Syrians, formerly independe}}, 
have agreed to acknowledge the spiritual authority of the Patriarch Mar Ephraim 
in Homs, Syria. The Patriarch will also accept the Catholicos, head of the 
Orthodox group, as the autonomous head of the South Indian Syrian community. 


Stay 


An Institute for Strategic Studies has been set up in London for the purpo 
of studying, on an international basis, defence and disarmament. A $150,000 
grant to finance the project for three yoars has been provided by the Ford Found 
ation. Chairman of the institute is Sir Kenneth Grubb, who is. also chairman o 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


~~ Uk 


The Pilgrim Hymnal, a new book compiled within th i isti 
| > i e Congregational, Christi 
Churches in the United States, has been published in Boston after five years of | 


selection and research. ae 


re. 
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Bishop Albert Bereczky has resigned, after ten ycars as president of-the 
Hungarian Reformed Church, at the age of 65. The bishop's resignation was sub- 
mitted for health reasons. His functions will be assumed by Bishop Elemér Gyory 
of the Trans-Danubian district until the Church's general synod elects a successor. 


aye 


The Rev. Stefano R. Moshi has been clected as the first African president of 
the 115,000 member Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. Pastor Moshi had been 
vice-president of the church, which is a product of missionary work by the German 
Leipzig Mission and the Augustana Lutheran Church of North America. 


ae 


Archbishop Walter Foster Barfoot, the Anglican Primate of Canada, retired on 
December 31, 1958. Dr. Barfoot will continue to act as Metropolitan of the 
Province of Rupert's Land. Archbishop Philip Carrington of Quebec will be acting 
Primate until the Church's General Synod clects a new Primate next September. 


eWay 


An inaugural meeting of forty-four doctors and other medical experts was 
held at Hong Kong from December 28 to January 1 to form an East Asia Conference 
on ,Christian Medical Work under the East Asia Christian Conference's auspices. 
The HACC is a consultative body for cooperation between churches and National 
Christian Councils in the area. 

x x 

The Association of Swiss Pastors has rejected a resolution against cquipping 
the Swiss army with nuclear weapons. The resolution stated that the Pastors! 
Association respected the efforts of the Swiss authorities on behalf of national 
defence; but that the Scriptures forbade the use of weapons which destroy God's 
ereation to an extent hitherto unknown (sce EPS No. 45, 1958). Over 36% of the 


pastors abstained from voting. 
* * 


Father Louis Dion, an American Catholic, has obtained a visa for entry tos 
the Soviet Union in order to work in Moscow at the American Embassy. The last 
Roman Catholic priest at the Embassy, Father Bissonette, had to leave Moscow in 
U5 3". Since then the Soviet authorities have refused to grant an entry visa. 


xi 


The Catholic congregation and clergy at Sarnen (Canton of Obwalden, Swit- 
zerland) are to give 5,000 Swiss francs each towards building a Protestant church. 
In this little canton there are only 300 Protestants; they thus form a minority 


of 1.25% of the population. 
x % 


Shortly before Christmas the Austrian parliament decided to pay a provisional 
sum to the Austrian churches as compensation for the damage they suffered under 
National-Socialism. The Roman Catholic Church is to receive a hundred million 
Austrian shillings each year for 1958 and 1959, the Protestant Church five 
million shillings and the Old Catholic Church 300,000 shillings. Dr. Gerhard 
May, Bishop of the Evangclical Church in Austria, welcomed this step forward in 
the matter of compensation, but cxpressed regret that no final settlement could 
yet be made. EPS, Geneva 
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